September 1st, 2002
Hi Gavin

Well, this is the first letter written while you are on ‘float.’ You left last tuesday, and I was thinking of you at the time (allowing for the 12 hours we are ahead of you) and trying to imagine what you were doing. However, the main thing I did not know was the actual time that you left. So, at the time of writing, you have been going for nearly 5 days, so you will be somewhere out in the Atlantic zig-zaging, as you mentioned that the ships do (I don’t suppose your group of ships is called a ‘fleet’ is it?). 


There is not that much to write about. Only one diary entry and that was on tuesday when you left. On the same day, I went to the dentist again to get the final crown fitted to my upper molars. He took off the temporary plastic one and then fitted the permanent metal one. So now I have two such crowns – one on each side of the upper teeth. I asked him about the condition of the lower molars and whether they may start falling to pieces soon. He checked, and said they seem to be relatively strong. So, I shouldn’t need to go back for another 6 or 7 months until I have the regular check-up. I actually arrived at the clinic late and all hot and sweaty. I got the bus timetable from here to Sheung Shui wrong and had to wait in the very hot sunshine for a long time. And on arriving at the university, there was the sprint (almost) up to the clinic. And, of course! the dentist was ready to take me at the appointed time. Usually, one has to sit and wait for quite a while before the dentists are ready! 


The floods in China seem to be receding. The rain started again last monday but as we haven’t heard much news about the floods since then, the worst must be over. I mentioned last week that the lake which takes overflow water from the Yangtse river. This lake is about the size of Luxembourg. Just looked in the encyclopaedia and found that this is area 999 square miles. The area of HK is about 400 sq miles, so the lake is about 2.5 times the area of HK. Can you remember going to Luxembourg? I remember you spent a lot of time climbing over a US World II tank in a small village we stayed at, and also the ‘Battle of the Bulge’ museum. I also remember that in the capital city, also called Luxembourg, we bought Nadine one of those toy spiders that climb down a slope by themselves. 


My work bubble is more or less through now so I hope to be able to knock off work at about 5 p.m. or 5:30 p.m. again. My revision of the HK chemistry students’ books is now finished, so now it depends on the speed of the publisher. The books were supposed to have been handed in to the Education Department for review by the end of August but this was changed to September. And now, the publisher is thinking of delaying the submission until the end of November, which is the latest they can be handed in! So now I have started to write Book 3 of the Mauritius junior science series. 


Schools in HK begin next week. A lot of new English language teachers from overseas. Some of those who will be teaching in this area live here. Yesterday afternoon there was some sort of reception downstairs for these teachers. The government has not been able to recruit enough of these overseas teachers. And it seems to be draining the number of English language teachers in other countries – NZ is one example. I met one of the new teachers in the gym the other day. From his bearing, I thought he had been in the military! But that was wrong. He is from Australia though has been teaching English in Tokyo. He is looking forward to going hiking/running around the hills in HK – like I do, I suppose. He said that is can be difficult to do this in Japan. For example, he drove to some place out of Tokyo, taking 1 hour to get there, but because of all the traffic took over 3 hours to get back! 


Now that the tri-nations rugby championship is over, the international rugby scene is rather quiet. I heard on the news yesterday that rugby 7s might be included in the next Olympic games. The International Olympic Committee is thinking of removing some of the events and adding others. Sports that are not really international, such as softball, may be removed. It seems that surfboarding may also be axed, though to me that seems like a good kind of sport to have at the Olympics. If the 7s is included as an event, then HK can probably take a lot of the credit. Although the sport originated in Scotland over 100 years ago, it was really promoted by HK through its annual 7s tournament. It spread out from here. 


Some good news for HK this past week in that the economy grew by about 0.5% in the past quarter after several quarters in the red. But part of the growth was due to a change in the method for calculating the way the economy changes. But this growth will not help the employment situation much. Cathay Pacific has put in an application to fly to some cities in China. (At the moment it doesn’t do so, so as not to compete with Dragonair, which it partly owns anyway). If approved, the airline will add several thousand people to its workforce. 

Today is the day for writing a letter to NZ. Write every 2 weeks. Again, still no letters from Nana. 

I guess that’s just about it for now. Managed to spin out the letter even though I actually had very little to write about. Thinking of you. 

Cheers,

Dad
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